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Bethesda, Fri. Jan. 26, 1951
Dear Mamma,

It's really too late in the day to start a letter, but since
I'm having my late afternocn snack anyway I thought I might as well
besin end finish whenever I am able.

it was certainly wonderful of you to offer to come down, but
I think it's betier this way, where I have just enough occupation
to keep me from dying of boredom or rulning my eyes by reading toeo
much. since 1 sleep in the afternocn when 1 set up early, 1 do less
reading, and it sort of divides tie day, making it seem somehow
shorter. lhe days are monctonous, but since I know that I wouldn't
be able to go out or do much without getting tired, I dm't mind
rarticularly. Monotonous deys seem to make for short weekse while
each day seem long, as I look back on the weeks they seem to have
flown by in a dream, since lLaurencewent away. Sut 1 do hope 1'1l
bezin to feel good enough to have bhim beck for & month or so befcre
the baby comes. It would be too long a time not to see him and have
him with us. Also, 1'd like to take him to the doctor's for the shots
he'll nced before he goes abrecad, and to the dentist. And it would
be nice to let him have a little more school before we give up on
school entirely. [Gemember that you are golng to have him for quite
a dizzyling stretch afterwards, and you toc may well want a little
vacation from small boys! Even helpful small boys! After all, 1 have
Mrs, watklns, larile, and.schoocl to take him off my hands now, so I
reslly think that as soon as my blood count goes up to 75 or 80 1'd
like to relieve you of him and give him & little stretch at home.
We miss him, too.

Willlam met the new Ambassador who is going down to Guatemala
soon, & Mr. Schonfeld. Wililiam sald he was scared as when he tock
the Forelgn Service Oral kxams, for fear he would mgke a bad impress-
ion on Mr. Schonfeld, who he had been told was a career diplomat
of the old school, strong on protoceol and somewhat unaprcachable.
Alll turned out well, however, and while Wil.iam confirms that Mr.
Schonfeld is definitely a gentlieuan of the 0ld School of diplomacy,
he thinks it will work out well. Mr. Schonfeld told him at the end
that as far as he weas concerned William could go on thinking aboout
g0iny to Guatemzla 28 his second-ine-command, and that he was sure
they would work well together. The Ambassador relieved my mind cone
slderably by énguiring soclicitously as to my health, and saying of
his own accord that he wanted Willlaw to feel free to walt until I
was fully restored to health befare coming down to the new poste
adding that the Departuent has a hablt of making people rush off
as if to a fire when there is really no burning necessity to do so.
That was a great relief, and William réally thought he meant it. He
asked where I had gone to college, and when Wil .llam told him, h e
sald he was very gzlad to hear it, he has a high regard for Swarthmore.
He recently gave a series of lectures on life behind the Iron Curtain
for the Swarthmore Alumni Club- he was our Ambassador to Romanda. So
Apparently the Guatemala deal 1s as certain as anything is in the
Forelgn Service six nponths ahead, which isn'i saying much. All this
is still highly secret, of course.
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2
Tuesday, Jan. 30. y85/

william came hoie as I was writing page ohe, and since then 1
have been either too lazy or too bugy to continue. Sometlmes I Just
don't feel llke getting up in the afternoon when 1 wake up from my
nap, and just lle in bed reading till it's absolutely time for me to
get up and make supper and get dressged. On those days 1 have no chance
to write, since the momings are always busy with light chores. Now
that I sit down and rest between esch chore, it means thaet the morning
is over and irs. watkins is here practically before 1 knowit. Then
again once in a while 1 have a bad: day , for some reason or other,
and feel weep{. I don't want to do anything then, especially nct write.
All in all it's refmarkable how little I have accomplished in the last
month. I have done a few things, however. Bought a few things at the
white sales with an eye toward goling abroad {(sh:ets, garment bags,
towels, and a few wminor items) - all by telsphone, of gourse. I also
estonished mysell by getting busy and crdering a tropical crib, or
kiddie coop as they call them here (with sereens) from Best's, which
is the cnly place in town that sell. the screened xind. “1lso . a bathinette,
A most expensive proposition=- the crib and bathinette together came to
more than seventy dollrs. I got thrce dozen diapers only, with the ldea
in mind thay while 1'w in the Unlted Staies 1'11 use one of the dlaper
services, since 1'll ve so terribly busy. But- I haven't bought any
tiny garwents at all, alvays putting iv off ti.1 such time as I'll
feel more like it. I supgpose I could buy li.tle shirts by telephone
easily enough, but there are several olher things 1 & llke tc sce
before i buy, and that involves going down Lo Woodle's. I don't belleve
I6ve beeen out of the house since you came cown for Laurence, except to
0 to the doctors- up tilllast night. Last nigzht for the flrst time
I felt tlike golny out to dinner, so William rushed howe Joyfully end
took me out. Up t1ll then I thought it was more trouble and more tiring
to gel dressed and go out than 1t was to make an easy seal at home In
comfort and privacy. I certainly haven't felt anxious to get dressed
atthe end of the woruning and rush down to Wooudies wlth wrs. Watking,
giving up my chence to crawl into bed after lunch in the pro{cess.

wednesday, Jan. 3lste = 1 don't seem to be very successful at fin=-
ishing this lelter.Yesterday and Loday it has snoved off and on, but
with no little boy here to profit by the fun lc be had, 1t 1is just a
nuisance, because that driveway of ours 1is awfully stiecp and sliprery.
I don't mind it myself, since I don't go out anyway, but I worry about
William. This noon I called Buich's mexme, and she kindly sent him up
to.shovel the snow off and put sand on the driveway, so I think Willlam
will make 1t tonight in spite of everything. I hope that if 1t has snowed
up your way aiso, Laurence has been able to go out and have fun in it.

I am supposed to go to the doctor on Friday the ninth of Feb., but
I think 1'll go earlier because I want Lo know howmy blood ¢ount is com=-
ing along, with the thought in mind that i 1t is continuing to rise
as nicely as it did the flrst week, or almosat &s nicely,(since that was
such an incredible rise I cen hardly duplicate it evey week) I could
have Laurence here agaln soon thereafter. Slow o3 the tlie seeuws to
go to me, and long as the two months left ajipear o be, by that tlme
there will.be even less time left for me to have laurence down here.
And if I da't take him off your hands for a while it will mean a very
long =nd tiring stredch for you afterwards., I know you're always kind /
andl sweet about saying "We don't mind at alle we love to have his, eto."
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but just the saue you need a holiday from him as badly as I do sone-
tlmes, 1f only 80 you can enjoy him more when he goes back to you.
Aj8 1 have a lot more time now than I'l have in tiay and June, when

1 11 really have to start mounting my horse and riding € £ in all
four directions at once, plus tending the new baby. (Who just gave

& kick as if to say yes indeedy, ammsa, don't forget that I'm around!)
S50, a3 I sald pefare, I 11 go to the doctor around Monday or Tuesday.
of next week to check up on the blood count and everything else, ard
1f 1t has risen- sufficiently I'1l call you up on the subject of bring-
ing the boy down at your convenience, say somewhere sround the middle
of February. Would that bg all right with you? I am going to see the
surgeon arpund the [ifteenth or twentieth of March, at which tiue

Lr. Norton thinks Dr. MeGune might be willing to set a date early in,
April. So that would give me a month with Ledle 1T 2ll went well, and
LWwo weeks or so before the Date you could come and get him again.

All this ig, of course,; subject to your acproval and convenlence, and
all dates except The Date can be changed to suit your schedule. But

if I am stronger in the hemoglobin come the micdle of February=-'in

two weeks or s80,«I think it would be nice for all concerned if Laurence
spent sowe tinme with wmauma and daddy.

- saScde W

Hrs.-rowse kindly brought over the latest Angela Thirkell,
County Chronicle, so I have been happily reading 1t ever since. Sad
to say 1 ve aluost finished my Age of Falth, long as it 1is.

- Tiwe to get supper ready. Love to you; Jimny, and the boy.
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